In the course of chromosome studies on spontaneous abortions, a foetus has been found with trisomy of one pair of t**: group [21] [22] (Denver classification) . To foetus. There was a gap between the first and second toes of both feet. The foetus was dissected, particular attention being paid to the heart and central nervous system; no abnormalities were found.
Histological section of skin, testes, liver, spleen, adrenal gland, brain and lung showed no disorder of structure such as Benda (i960) described.
X-Ray Examination
Radiographs were taken of the whole skeleton of the foetus and a normal foetus of the same age. There was no obvious difference in size, shape or structure of the skull, long bones or extremities, the second phalanx of the fifth digit was present in the trisomic foetus. (Smith et al. 1961) . If the extra autosome were one of this group with deletion of part of the long arm, it is reasonable ! to assume that at least some of these malformations should have been present.
The disorders of growth which characterise Down's syndrome are said to be present from early intra-uterine life (Benda, i960) . Even at birth, however, all the characteristic features of Down's syndrome are not present (Carter and MacCarthy, 1951) , and in the absence of any description of the findings in a foetus, a comparison cannot be made.
The facial appearance with the depressed bridge of the nose, the overlap of the ears, small oral cavity and protruding tongue, is suggestive, but the most important objective evidence is the digital, palmar and hallucal patterns. This, together with the cytological findings would strongly indicate a diagnosis of Down's syndrome.
